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Does biodiversity matter? 
Regulatory and Policy Compliance (examples)

 Species & habitat regulations – protected areas & species

 Planning legislation – biodiversity enhancement 

 Environmental Protection Act – waste management

 Net Zero Strategy – reducing greenhouse emissions

 Resource Resilience & Efficiency

 Soil conservation practices - healthier, more productive soils

 Biodiverse buffer strips - protecting both soil quality and local water resources

 Wetlands and riparian protection areas - enhances water quality, temperature and flow 

 Hedges, shelterbelts and tree planting - reducing soil erosion and providing shade and protection for livestock

Public support and product reputation

 Certification and market benefits - core requirement for many certifications, enabling premium pricing and access to high-value markets

 Enhanced market reputation - Demonstrating biodiversity efforts strengthens traceability, environmental responsibility, and customer trust

 Diversification opportunities – tourism, events and venues with a wildlife focus  

Access to funding

 Subsidies & Grants - Strong biodiversity and conservation practices open opportunities for grants and  subsidies

 Carbon sequestration financing  - Restoring peatlands and planting trees can turn farmland into valuable carbon-sequestration assets.

 Private financing – compliance and marketing opportunities for corporate funding  
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Biodiversity Audits

Habitat Data 
• Types
• Where
• Size
• Condition & Structure
• Management & Grazing

Species Data 
• What 
• Where
• Numbers
• Productivity  

Soils & Water

Connectivity

Risks & Pressure

Tools

NatureScot Biodiversity Audit Map Key

RSPB Loch Gruinart Breeding Lapwing 2001-2019
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Craigens wader survey areas 2024

Vegetation Metrics
• Vegetation type
• Stock presence
• Vegetation height
• Field wetness
• Standing water
• Rush height
• Rush density
• Predator presence
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Craigens wader survey areas 2024

• Presence of stock in most fields between April and May
• Very short vegetation or dense tall rush
• Little standing shallow water



QMS Monitor Farm Meeting – 3 December 2025 7

Future Opportunities 
Focus:

1. Creating 'transitional' land

2. Removal of grazing during 
peak wader nesting period

AEC Scheme Options

1. Stock exclusions

2. Stocking density reductions during nesting

3. Wetland creation

4. Creation of species rich grassland

5. Rush management
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Future Opportunities 

No ‘transitional’ land Wet but dense tall rushes
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Future Opportunities 

Large scale hill management – 
Working for Waders - Ayrshire

Open short rush adjacent to water – 
RSPB Smaull Farm, Islay
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Mob grazing for botanical diversity
Project Aims

• To utilise mob grazing methods to:

• Manage grasslands better

• Increase sward species diversity

• Create biodiverse pastures

5 farms across the Cairngorms national park

• Grazing management plan

• Implement adaptive grazing management

• Optimise sward productivity through rotational grazing 

systems

• Maintain permanent habitats in good biodiversity 

condition
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Mob grazing for botanical diversity

• Initial joint planning meeting and training to develop 

a mob-grazing approach.

• Training for farmers in plant ID and survey skills to 

support monitoring.

• Financial support for essential equipment (e.g., 

electric fencing, energisers, mobile water).

• Each farm paired with an experienced mob-grazing 

mentor for ongoing guidance.

• Citizen scientists trained by Plantlife to complete 

baseline plant surveys.
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Vegetation Surveys

Pre Survey

• Identified grassland types in project area

• Identify sites

• Develop monitoring forms for each type

Survey Method

• 10 – 20 1m2 quadrats scattered throughout each grassland type at 

each site

• Sample points should be spaced evenly throughout the site

• Record presence/absence of the species. 1 = present 0 = absent

Analysis

• Estimate abundance of species across each site

• DAFOR scale (Dominant, Abundant, Frequent, Occasional, Rare) 
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Balliefurth site
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Vegetation Baseline Data

How to set up a rapid assessment survey

• Identify aim / use of grassland

• Identify the positive and negative indicator species

• Create a recording form

• Carry out the survey

• Analyse the results

• Set targets to reflect these aims (thresholds / levels of positive and negative)

• Revise and finalise thresholds (ambitious / realistic) 
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Vegetation Baseline - Craigens – Rough Grazing & Rotational Pastures
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Vegetation Baseline - Craigens – Rush Pastures & Inbye/Cereals 
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Next Steps

• Identify priority habitats and species 

• Complete baseline audits - vegetation and 

breeding wader surveys

• Explore management options

• Explore funding opportunities
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Conclusion

• Biodiversity audits = baseline for improvement 

• Habitat & species data drive better 

management 

• Future opportunities: AEC schemes, wetland 

creation, adaptive grazing, soil conservation, 

carbon sequestration

• Biodiversity = compliance, resilience, funding, 

and market advantage
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Islay’s Biodiversity 
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