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Increasmg the The three key take home messages from
Sustainability of Your

Livestock Farm

the discussion with the group were:

1.What is your breeding objective (what
Around 40 members of the farming does your ideal cow look like)?

community attended the meeting.
Y g 2 You get what you select for...as long as

Robert Gilchrist CEO of the Aberdeen- you calve at 3yrs, you will have a herd that

Angus Cattle Society, was the keynote is bred to calve at 3yrs. Once you identify

speaker and has a background in beef and select for traits for calving at 2yrs, you

consultancy having previously worked will have a herd that is capable of

with Keenan, QMS, independent successfully calving at 2yrs.

consultancy, and the EU funded Farm
3.Cull! Never underestimate the value of

Profit Programme.

culling.

“With the Roberts full presentation can be viewed
challenges

that the HERE.

industry
faces, a What do we want from a cow?
viable,
profitab/e e How to get the right cow for your farm?

e What do we want from a suckler cow?
suckler cow
i o To produce her first live calf unassisted on her 2" birthday and to rear that
IS key to calf to 50% of her bodyweight in 210 days.
fu ture o To produce another 7 — 9 calves unassisted on each subsequent birthday
and rear them to 50% of her bodyweight.
V4
success. o To be structurally sound.
RObert o To perform on forage and gain condition when grass is good.
o To have sufficient condition and resilience to be outwintered without

Gilchrist making a mess
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&BERDEEN-ANGUS
CATTLE SOCIETY
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https://www.monitorfarms.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/2406-Loch-Lomond-Monitor-Farm.pdf

Sustainable Parasite Control can save time and s; ?A%Péilﬁmn

money! @’ Scotland

Representatives from the Moredun Attendees also got to bring their own

Research Institute Parasitology Team were livestock dung samples to be analysed

on hand to provide a practical under the microscope in the Moredun’s

demonstration of how to perform and mobile laboratory. Stu and Mara discussed

) external parasites — tic and sheep scab
interpret faecal egg counts for worms and P P

with great interactive discussion.
fluke in sheep and cattle. They also 8

. . . Key M R
discussed the merits of routine ey Messages (Roundworms)

monitoring and the benefits of optimising * Do faecal egg counts before you think

. - i imals with
anthelmintic (wormer and flukicide) about treating animals wit

. : . wormers.
treatments from a financial/production

. . . * Test after treatment to check
perspective, but also in terms of reducing

. — ) wormers have been working
selection for anthelmintic resistance and

e . . * Use FEC Check a FREE online tool
mitigating any un-intend impacts on BE—

visualize egg count results

the environment.
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Great interactive sessions with Stuart
Burgess, Mara Rocchi, Lynsey Melville and
Eilidh Geddes from Moredun

STIRLINGSHIRE


https://app.moredun.org.uk/fec

Can AECS work for your farm and the value of your farm’s

environment?

Alexander Pirie is a senior consultant and area
manager in Ayrshire with SAC and has a
particular interest in climate change, carbon

and conservation.

Alex gave an overview of biodiversity auditing
and discussed some easy nature wins based on
what the Duncan Family have proposed in their
recent application to the Agri-Environment
Climate Scheme, including wetland creation
and deer fencing. You can find out more HERE.

“Conservation planning has really climbed the
political agenda recently, with the requirement
for biodiversity audits being outlined in recent
policy announcements on the run-up to 2025.
This is the new reality and farmers have always
argued that they are the custodians of the
Scottish landscape so demonstrating that is no
bad thing.”

MONITOR
2= FARM

Scotland

Alex’s Key Messages

There has never been a better time to
get a biodiversity audit done for your
farm. This will probably be required to
secure your future basic farm

payment.

AECS, used in the right scenario with
the right combination of options and
approach, such as the Duncan’s, can

be very complimentary to your farm.

Open up the conversation about

biodiversity and nature conservation

on your farm. Find our more HERE.
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https://www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/all-schemes/agri-environment-climate-scheme/
https://www.fas.scot/environment/biodiversity/biodiversity-on-your-farm-2/

Scoﬂand

To find out more or to sign up, please contact:
Regional Adviser - Christine Cuthbertson
07769 366671

ccuthbertson@qmscotland.co.uk
monitorfarms.co.uk
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W Scottish Government
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