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MEETING REPORT

FARM FACTS

*  Farmers: The Duncan Family — Bruce,
Shona, Rebecca, Sally & Gregor

* 540 Hectares farmed —120ha

We're Talking About Good
Foundations!

Around 80 members of the farming
community attended the meeting.

We looked at three key areas:
* Q@Grazing
* Drainage

e Soils

Soil Analysis — Soil Essentials

Soil sampling was undertaken by
SoilEssentials at Lands of Drumhead and
highlighted the need for lime across the
farm. Thereis an average pH of 5.3
with arangefrom4.7to 6.6.

An active liming programme is needed
to improve soil pH to 5.8 on permanent
pastureand 6.2 on temporary grass and
re-seeds.

Use of lime has been constrained by
access issues —the farmsits on a very
narrow road —so hard to unload bulk
artic lorries. Bruce has invested time
into making a hard pad to providea
tipping area for bulk lime.

Lime is being applied with the silage
ground prioritised — where the fertiliser
use is the most and the first obvious
saving to be made by getting more
grass growing and reduce fertiliser
input by addressing the soil pH.
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MONITOR
FARM

Scotland

* 1,157 Crossbred Ewes on stratified
system selling store and finished

lambs

* 165 Crossbred cows selling store

* Meat boxes and holiday

Accommodation

pH results

Field Samples Avg pH
Below Car Park 2 5.0
Below D. Young 22 5.1
Below Halls 5 5.6
Below House 6 6.2
Below Rooksbys 14 5.2
Bowl 11 5.3
Bulls 2 5:1
Car Park 1 5.2
Facing Archie 21 5.6
Facing Gaidrew 3 4.9
In Front House 2 5.3
John Craigs 11 5.1
Lower McKenzies |7 5.9
Mum's Field 8 5:1
Railway 11 5.3
Ridge 15 5.2
Top John Craigs 11 5.2
Upper McKenzies |6 5.4
Whitsons 33 6.0
Willie Blacks 12 5.3

Summary Total Avg pH
203 5.3

Lands of Drumhead average soil pH — SoilEssentials
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Is it drainage or compaction or
both?

Jamie Dick — Key Messages
Take advice

A good drainage contractor will do a site
visit for a no obligation initial discussion.
Target sink holes as an indicator of broken
or dislocated drains.

Focus on things you can fix

If a fields subsoil is very heavy clay, you
cannot changethis, and it will always be
slower to drain. The focus should be on
the topsoil which in the field inspected
was compacted giving a tough surface
mat that restricts the flow of water down
into the soil. Good practice would be to
restrict grazing in wetter weather.
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Scotland

Soil pH is Key

Lifting the soil pH of the field inspected
from 5.2 to 5.8 would be of great benefit,
as would a re-seed. It would be a wise
investment which would pay back with
better feed value in the grass and reduce
reliance on purchased feed.

Be wary of discing, ploughing or otherwise
or working heavy clay soils as there is
significant danger of creating a soil pan
through smearing. Only carry out these
operations in dry conditions.

“Key is re-seeding, getting to know your
soil s, and looking after those soils.”

Jamie Dick
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Unlocking the Potential of Your
Grass

Graham Lofthouse — Bankhouse
Farm Key Messages

Make a 10-year grassland plan for the
farmand look at pH in particular. Low pH
is the principal factor in grassland and
locking up macro and micro-nutrients.
Correcting the pH will improve the soil
porosity, the openness of the structureto
the soil which will improve overall land
drainage and ultimately increase the
productivity of the ground.

Sward management - Measure species
composition to understand sward quality
and potential. Vary stocking rate of both
sheep and cattle to manage grazing
efficiency. Re-seeding to improve sward
type along with pH correction and
improved soil will give higher yields, more
energy, more protein and more kilos
gained by the livestock.

Keep the grass as vegetative as possible.
The sward stick is a very valuable tool —
don’t guestimate. The leaf is the
powerhouse.

“The first thing to address is the pH of the
soil”.

Graham Lofthouse
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Aerworx Demonstration

Attendees had the chance to view a demo
of an AerWorx Aerator.

The Aerworx blades will penetrate and
shatter the “hard pan” without exposing
the soil to erosion. It works in all soil

The subjects today were relevant to all
farm types, and everybody was genuinely
interested in what was being spoken
about”. Rebecca Duncan

Thank you to all our guest speakers,
Steering Group members and event
sponsors Jamie Dick and Agricar (Stirling).

To find out more or to sign up - contact
Regional Adviser

Christine Cuthbertson

07769 366671
ccuthbertson@qmscotlandco.uk
monitorfarms.co.uk
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Scoﬂand

To find out more or to sign up, please contact:
Regional Adviser - Christine Cuthbertson
07769 366671

ccuthbertson@qgmscotland.co.uk
monitorfarms.co.uk

Initiative supported by:

W Scottish Government

Riaghaltas na h-Alba
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