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Soil Analysis

Whole farm soil sampling was undertaken 

earlier in the year with Soil Essentials at 

Cowbog and showed some variation 

across the farm. Robert noticed that the 

grazing fields had much more variation 

and brought it down to the fact that the 

arable fields have had more attention paid 

to them over the years. 

There was still some lime to be applied on 

a few fields. Soil Essentials have found 

that, from their experience, a 50% NV 

lime at 1 t/ha will raise the pH by 0.1 in a 

medium soil type, with soil cultivation at 

plough depth. 

Robert can use the variable rate 

application map provided by Soil 

Essentials to spread less lime and reduce 

costs across the farm (see map below)
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DIY soil sampling 

You can take your own soil samples to send 

away. Soil essential have put together a 

handy guide to DIY soil sampling

Sampling bag information 

- Farm name, field name and sample bag 

number 

When & where

- Same time of year each year

- Large field

When not to sample

- FYM, slurry, henpen applied within the 

past 3 months 

- Straight after mob grazing 

- Within 1 year of lime being applied

- After recent applications of nitrogen or 

other compound fertiliser 

Areas to avoid

- Gateways, often used for duping lime 

which can skew average results 

- Dung heaps and areas of run-off

- Areas where livestock congregate e.g., 

feed and water troughs 

How to take good samples

- Take 25 cores mixed together

- Stay 15m clear of the field boundary

Sampling depth

- Permanent grass- 10cm/4”

- Arable/short term rotation 20cm/8”
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To find out more or to sign up, please contact:

Regional Adviser – Maura Wilson

07721 677556  
mwilson@qmscotlandco.uk 
monitorfarms.co.uk 
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