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EAST LOTHIAN

Tackling Grassweeds
Grass weeds are becoming a significant 

challenge across many farms, and the key 

message from the East Lothian Monitor 

Farm summer meeting was clear: early 

and informed action is essential.

Scottish Agronomy's Stevie Gray outlined 

practical, field-tested strategies to help 

farmers get on top of grass weed issues 

before they begin to affect yields and 

profitability.

The East Lothian Monitor Farm, at 

Castleton near North Berwick has an 

increasing grass weed issue, with farmer 

Stuart McNicol facing high herbicide costs. 

Brome has built up on-farm for a variety 

of reasons, and this is now impacting on 

crop management decisions.

Stevie said: “Brome is being favoured by 

the increase in non-inversion tillage as its 

seeds are no longer being buried; we 

often find farms several years into a non-

inversion tillage system running into 

problems with grass weed control.

He recommends growers use the 

Rothamsted Research publication called 

‘Which brome is that?’ available on page 5 

and 6 to identify which species is on farm.

Grass weed control summary

 Map grass weed problem areas pre-

harvest

 Accurately identify brome species

 Use stale seedbeds whenever possible

 Choose appropriate cultivation 

method; ploughing will help

 Consider crop rotation and break crops

 Take home-saved seed only from clean 

areas
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What to do?- 
Advice from Stevie

Control should start by considering whether you can go for a stale seedbed 

in affected areas. It’s a really useful cultural control, especially when using 

non-inversion tillage.

Knowing the type of grass weeds present will help achieve the best results 

from stale seedbeds. Sterile brome, blackgrass and volunteer cereals will 

chit best after a light, shallow cultivation, which will cover them lightly with 

soil. Where meadow brome, rye brome, soft brome and/or rat tail fescue are 

issues, no cultivation is needed as these seeds will germinate successfully 

on the soil surface.

Choose the most appropriate cultivation method for the crop and level of 

grass weed seeds in the seedbank. “Non-inversion tillage is driving the 

increase in grass weeds on-farm. Ploughing rotationally gives a great ‘leg-

up’ with all brome species as it buries the seeds and will give a good level of 

control.”
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Growers may need to factor in lower margin break crops such as winter 

beans in order to continue to use non-inversion tillage.

Any farms considering home-saved seed should be particularly careful to 

exclude areas with grass weeds from this. “It’s crucial to identify where the 

grass weeds are before harvest, and to make sure there are no issues in any 

of the areas you plan to save seed from. Select your seed crops from the 

cleanest parts of the farm.”

Taking these cultural control steps now are crucial as spring herbicides won’t 

always be successful, he warns. “You won’t get out of a hole with chemicals 

alone – you have got to use cultural controls. This is the time to start taking 

control of grass weed problems and making the right choices.”
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To find out more or to sign up, please contact:

Regional Adviser – Maura Wilson

07721 677556  
mwilson@qmscotland.co.uk 
monitorfarms.co.uk 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Tackling Grassweeds
	Slide 3: What to do?-  Advice from Stevie 
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7

